
 
 
 
August 4, 2022 
 
VIA EMAIL 
 
Karlene French 
Canadian Pacific 
120 South Sixth Street, Suite 700 
Minneapolis, MN 55402  
 
 
RE: Review of Revised Remedial Action Implementation Report 
 East Side Shoreham Facility, Minneapolis 

MPCA Site ID:  SR0000380 
 
 
Dear Ms. French: 
 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) staff in the Superfund Program have reviewed the Revised 
Remedial Action Implementation Report, dated November 2020 (Report) submitted by Golder 
Associates Inc. for the East Side Shoreham Facility (Site). 
 
Based on the review, MPCA staff request the submittal of a revised Report which incorporates and 
addresses the MPCA’s comments and revisions included in Attachment A. Attachment B provides 
disclaimers to this review. If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Matthias Wolf, 
MPCA Hydrologist, at 651.757.2859 or by email at matthias.wolf@state.mn.us, or myself at 
651.757.2643 or by email at thomas.reppe@state.mn.us. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Thomas Reppe 
This document has been electronically signed. 

Thomas Reppe, PG 
Project Manager 
Remediation Division 
 
Enclosure 

mailto:matthias.wolf@state.mn.us
mailto:thomas.reppe@state.mn.us


 

cc: Brandon Oman, WSP Golder (electronic) 
 Mark Bergeon, WSP Golder (electronic) 

James Vondracek, Ashland LLC (electronic) 
Melissa Marietta, Integral (electronic) 
Lee Zettler, MDA (electronic) 
Stuart Orlowski, MDA (electronic) 
Matthias Wolf, MPCA (electronic) 
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Attachment A 
MPCA’s Comments and Revisions 

East Side Shoreham Facility, Minneapolis 
MPCA Site ID:  SR0000380 

 
 

1. The Report refers to the MPCA’s inactive VIC Site #5080. The revised Report, and future 
submittals for the Site, should refer to the MPCA’s active site identification number SR0000380. 
 

2. Section 3.1.3, Area of Excavation: The Report states: “During construction, there were three 
areas of excavation outside of the proposed footprint of the Development Project. These areas 
included the following and are depicted on Figure 2:” Appropriately identify and label these 
areas on Figure 2, Limits of Investigation in the revised Report. 
 

3. Section 3.1.4, Paved Areas: The Report states: “Based on analytical results from the pre-
excavation soil sampling for soil borings SB19-F01 and SB19-F02 in the northern area, and SB-
B06, SB19-C02, SB19-C03, SB19-06, SB19-08, and SB19-09…”. Include the following corrected 
(underlined) text in the revised Report: “Based on analytical results from the pre-excavation soil 
sampling for soil borings SB19-F01 and SB19-F02 in the northern area, and SB19-B06, SB19-C02, 
SB19-C03, SB19-C06, SB19-C08, and SB19-C09…”. 
 

4. Section 3.1.4, Paved Areas: The Report states: “Based on analytical results from the pre-
excavation soil sampling for soil borings SB19-F01 and SB19-F02 in the northern area… no soil 
SRV exceedances were documented in the upper four feet of soil. Therefore, soils in these areas 
were left in place and the ground surface was seeded.” However, Arsenic was detected in the 
sample collected 3 feet below ground surface at SB19-F02A at a concentration of 12,600 mg/kg 
(Table 1A), above its Tier I Residential Soil Reference Value (SRV). Provide a discussion in the 
revised Report of this concentration of Arsenic, and the implications to the construction 
activities at the Site and the management of this soil. 
 

5. Section 3.2.2, Pre-Excavation Sampling: The Report states: “The disposition of soils to be 
excavated was determined based upon review of the laboratory analytical data. Unimpacted soil 
was evaluated for potential transport of soils to the Cedar Services site for reuse there using the 
following acceptance criteria consistent with MDA’s direction (August 9, 2019 e-mail):  
Residential Soil Reference Values (SRV); Site-specific (Tier II) Soil Leaching Values (Tier II SLVs)… 
Tier II SLVs were calculated using site-specific data for the Cedar Services site as detailed in 
Tables 3A, 3B and 3C, and provided to MDA via e-mail dated September 6, 2019… Based on the 
above criteria, unimpacted soils considered for transport to and reuse at Cedar Services 
included the following, as documented in e-mails to MDA dated August 27 and September 1, 
2019:”. 
 
To provide documentation of the acceptance and disposition of soils excavated from the 
Site on the Cedar Service site, include copies of the four above-referenced email 
correspondence between CP and the Minnesota Department of Agriculture (MDA) in a 
separate Appendix of the revised Report. In addition, provide copies of the following 
documents summarizing the disposition of soils on the Cedar Service site:
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• Technical Memorandum, Cedar Service Soil Relocation; dated March 16, 2021 
• MDA’s Approval of Technical Memorandum, Cedar Service Soil Relocation; dated 

September 24, 2021 
• Technical Memorandum, Cedar Service Soil Relocation Revision 1; dated October 14, 

2021 
• MDA’s Approval of Technical Memorandum; Cedar Service Soil Relocation Revision 1, 

dated October 25, 2021 
 

6. Section 3.2.2, Pre-Excavation Sampling: The Report states: “Sample SB-E03A exceeded the 
Residential SRV for arsenic…”. Include the following corrected (underlined) text in the revised 
Report: “Sample SB19-E03A exceeded the Residential SRV for arsenic…”. 
 

7. Section 3.2.2.1, Quality Control: The 4 Trip Blanks, 1 Field Blank, 1 Matrix Spike, and 1 Matrix 
Spike Duplicate samples were not discussed in the Report or included in the data tables. Provide 
a brief summary of the analytical results of these samples in the revised Report and include the 
results in the data tables. 
 

8. Section 3.3, Demolition: Manifests for the disposal of railroad ties and construction debris (64 
tons), and debris from the demolition of the East Side groundwater treatment shed are not 
included in Appendix C-2. Provide copies of the manifests for the disposal of these materials in 
the revised Report. 
 

9. Section 5.2, Repair of Recovery Well RW07-39-SP: The section summarizes the accidental 
damage of conveyance piping from recovery well RW07-39-SP (Unique Well # 751350) on 
September 12, 2019, including reference to the Minnesota Duty Officer report of a release of 
VOC-impacted groundwater (Appendix H). The Report states that: “Samples were collected on 
September 13 and September 23, 2019 and analyzed for VOCs, the primary contaminants of 
concern in the groundwater.” However, the Report does not identify the sample locations 
(SB19-D18A-01-100 and SB19-D19A-01-100, which are included in Appendix H) and the locations 
of the samples are not included on a figure included in the Report. Reference the sampling 
locations in the text of the revised Report and include the locations of SB19-D18A and SB19-
D19A on Figure 2, Limits of Investigation. 
 

10. Table 1A, Analytical Laboratory Total Data (Current): The laboratory reporting limits for 
numerous parameters for many soil samples are greater than their respective Tier I SLV and/or 
Tier II SLV. Based on discussion in the Report, some of these samples represent soil that was 
determined to meet reuse criteria (Residential SRVs and Tier II SLVs) and which was relocated to 
the Cedar Service site with approval from the MDA. If the reporting limit for a parameter is 
greater than its respective criteria, the actual concentration in the sample may be greater than 
its criteria but would not be detected (nor known) based on the elevated reporting limit. It is the 
MPCA’s practice and recommendation that all investigation decisions, including soil disposal and 
reuse, be based on results with analytical reporting limits that are below any approved criteria. 
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11. Table 1A, Analytical Laboratory Total Data (Current): Several of the analytical results are not 
colored according to the key in the table’s notes, and therefore, incorrectly denote exceedances 
of the wrong screening criteria (Tier I SLVs, Tier II SLVs, Tier I Residential SRVs, and Tier II 
Industrial SRVs). Complete a quality control review of the coloring of all analytical results in the 
table relative to the screening criteria, and revise the table accordingly. The following results 
were specifically identified by MPCA staff to not be colored according to the key: 

 
• SB19-B01A-04-100, Page 8 of table: Lead and Mercury 
• SB19-D09A-04-100, Page 26 of table: Benzo(a)pyrene 
• SB19-Dup1-04-300, Page 28 of table: Mercury 
• SB19-D10A-04-100, Page 32 of table: Arsenic 
• SB19-E06A-03-100, Page 38 of table: Benzo(a)pyrene 
• SB19-E03A-03-100, Page 40 of table: Arsenic 
• SB19-F02A-03-100, Page 48 of table: Arsenic 

 
12. Table 1A, Analytical Laboratory Total Data (Current): Several of the analytical results are not 

formatted legibly, causing columns containing data associated with specific samples to be cut off 
and found several pages later. Revise the table so that all columns and data are legible. The 
following results were specifically identified by MPCA staff to not be formatted legibly: 
 

• SB19-C01-1-100, Pages 9-12 of the table: The reporting limit column is cut off and 
included on pages 13-16 of the table. 

• SB19-D06-3-100, Pages 21-24 of the table: The reporting limit column is cut off and 
included on pages 25-28 of the table. 

• SB19-D16-1.5-100, Pages 29-32 of the table: The reporting limit column is cut off and 
included on pages 33-36 of the table. 

• TR19-E01-04-100, Pages 45-48 of the table: The lab qualifiers and reporting limit 
columns are cut off and included on pages 49-52 of the table. 
 

13. Table 1A, Analytical Laboratory Total Data (Current) (Page 28 of table): Mercury was detected 
at 3,400 mg/kg, exceeding its Tier II Industrial SRV, in the Field Duplicate collected at SB19-
D09A. However, Mercury was not detected above the reporting limit of 19 mg/kg in the sample 
collected at SB19-D09A. Provide a discussion in the revised Report of this notable difference in 
concentration between the sample and the Field Duplicate. 
 

14. Table 1A, Analytical Laboratory Total Data (Current), Table 1B, Analytical Laboratory TCLP 
Data (Current), and Table 2, Sampling and Analysis Summary: Provide copies of all laboratory 
analytical reports for samples collected at the Site; including pre-excavation samples (February – 
May 2019) and samples collected during excavation activities (August 2019 – May 2020). Due to 
the significant number of pages/reports, provide these in electronic format only and as a 
separate, bookmarked Appendix or volume of the revised Report. 
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15. Figure 2, Limits of Excavation: For excavation Areas B, C, and D, identify and label the areas 
where soil was excavated and disposed of off-site and the areas where soil was regraded and 
placed beneath the asphalt cap. 
 

16. Appendix C-2, Vonco II, LLC: Appendix C-2 contains numerous manifests for the disposal of 
materials from other projects (not related to the Site) at the Vonco II facility in Becker, MN 
(pages 703-742 of the pdf document). It is unknown if these manifests were substituted in error 
for manifests generated for the activities at the Site, and/or if any manifests generated for the 
activities at the Site are missing. For example, as noted above in Comment 8, manifests for the 
disposal of railroad ties and construction debris (64 tons), and debris from the demolition of the 
East Side groundwater treatment shed are not included. Complete a quality control review of all 
of the manifests generated for the activities at the Site, and provide copies in the revised Report 
of all of the manifests only generated for the activities at the Site. 



 

 

 
Attachment B 

Disclaimers 
East Side Shoreham Facility, Minneapolis 

MPCA Site ID:  SR0000380 
 
 
1. Reservation of authorities 
 

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) Commissioner reserves the authority to take any 
appropriate actions with respect to any release, threatened release, or other conditions at the Site. 
The MPCA Commissioner also reserves the authority to take such actions if the responsible party 
does not proceed in the manner described in this letter or if actions taken or omitted by the 
responsible party with respect to the Site contribute to any release or threatened release, or create 
an imminent and substantial danger to public health and welfare. 

 
2. No MPCA assumption of liability 
 

The MPCA, its Commissioner and staff do not assume any liability for any release, threatened 
release or other conditions at the Site or for any actions taken or omitted by the responsible party 
with regard to the release, threatened release, or other conditions at the Site, whether the actions 
taken or omitted are in accordance with this letter or otherwise.  

 
3. Letter based on current information 
 

All statements, conclusions and representations in this letter are based upon information known to 
the MPCA Commissioner and staff at the time this letter was issued. The MPCA Commissioner and 
staff reserve the authority to modify or rescind any such statement, conclusion or representation 
and to take any appropriate action under his authority if the MPCA Commissioner or staff acquires 
information after issuance of this letter that provides a basis for such modification or action. 

 
4. Disclaimer regarding use or development of the property 
 

The MPCA, its Commissioner and staff do not warrant that the Site is suitable or appropriate for any 
particular use.  

 
5. Disclaimer regarding investigative or response action at the property 
 

Nothing in this letter is intended to authorize any response action under Minn. Stat. § 115B.17, 
subd. 12. 
 

6. This approval does not supplant any applicable state or local stormwater permits, ordinances, or 
other regulatory documents. 


